publishes the Liaison Bulletin, a newsletter covering congressional action on legislation for
disabled persons and its impact on state agency programs; activities of Special Education
Programs, U.S. Department of Education, such as grant and contract announcemeats and
regulations; and exemplary in-service training programs in special education.

In addition, NASDSE offers SpecialNet, an electronic mailbox service available to anyone
who has access to a computer terminal or microcomputer, SpecialNet subscribers are able to
communicate with a nationwide network of educators, resource organizations, advocacy
groups, parents, and others interested in special education, and can send and receive
information to improve programs and professional skills. SpecialNet also stores bulletin
boards containing information on a variety of special education topics. NASDSE has also
developed RehabNet, a similar service in the area of rehabilitation. There are subscription
and access charges for SpecialNet and RehabNet.

National Association of State Mental Retardation

Program Directors, Inc. (NASMRPD)
113 Oronoco Street
Alexandria, VA  22314
(703) 683-4202

Handicapping Conditions Served:   Mental retardation and developmental disabilities.
Users Served:   Service providers, state MR/DD directors and staffs, legislators and staffs.

The Organization: The organization's membership consists of 53 state/territorial mental
retardation (MR) program directors. NASMRPD facilitates the exchange of information
among members on effective methods of providing care and treatment for the mentally
retarded, and it represents the views of its members before Congress and Federal agencies.

Information Services: NASMRPD collects information about available services and model
service programs for mentally retarded and developmentally disabled (DD) persons in each
state. Areas of information include but are not limited to education, employment programs,
public and private residential and day programs, foster care, early diagnosis and screening
programs, recreation, and staff training programs. NASMRPD has Federal and state
legislative information in all areas affecting the MR field, including health, education,
welfare, Social Security, housing, employment, and transportation issues. Anyone may
request information, but because of staff limitations, priority is given to members' requests.
The Association publishes two monthly newsletters, one focusing on innovative programs
throughout the country, New Directions: the other on Federal legislative and administrative
developments affecting the mentally retarded, Capitol Capsule. It also publishes special
reports analyzing legislation and other issues related to the MR/DD population. In addition,
NASMRPD publishes a periodic series of reports called the Federal Funding Inquiry on
Federal legislative, administrative and judicial issues and activities of interest to state
MR/DD officials and service providers. National and regional meetings, featuring seminars
on specific service-need categories, are held primarily for directors and staff of state MR
programs, but anyone may attend. The Association operates an electronic communication
network (currently for members only) which carries announcements of interest to MR/DD
directors and staffs.

224 an inspiration to
